
MATH 261 
This	is	a	guide	to	help	students	with	the	transition	of	MATH	261	to	be	taught	online.	
This	sheet	contains	the	basic	framework	that	will	be	followed	by	all	sections	of	
MATH	261.	Your	instructor	may	follow	up	with	more	specific	instructions	regarding	
how	things	will	operate	in	your	section.	

Learning material 
	
In	the	section	“Modules”	of	your	Canvas	MATH	261	course	there	are	video-lectures	
that	cover	all	material	until	the	end	of	the	course.	Each	video	relates	to	a	book	
section	(as	clearly	indicated	in	the	module	page).	It	is	your	responsibility	to	read	the	
textbook	and	watch	the	videos	following	the	timeline	outlined	in	the	class	webpage		
(www.math.colostate.edu/~renzo/teaching/M261/S20/index.html),	or	whatever	
variation	thereof	suggested	by	your	section	instructor.	

Interactions with instructor 
	
During	the	hours	when	your	class	is	scheduled,	your	instructor	will	be	available	for	
discussion.	You	shouldn’t	expect	this	time	to	be	like	a	regular	lecture!		You	
should	try	to	come	to	these	discussions	having	already	read	the	section	and	watched	
the	relevant	videos.	You	may	want	to	prepare	ahead	of	time	questions	that	you	
would	like	your	instructor	to	address.	This	time	can	then	be	used	to	clarify	and	
deepen	your	understanding.	
	
There	are	a	few	video-conferencing	platforms	that	should	allow	you	to	still	have	a	
class-like	interaction:	conferences	(a	tab	in	your	Canvas	course),	Zoom	
(http://www.zoom.us)	or	Microsoft	Teams	(https://products.office.com/en-
us/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software).	Unfortunately,	the	heightened	traffic	for	
these	services	might	make	one	of	them	work	better	than	the	others	at	different	
times,	so	you	should	try	to	familiarize	yourself	with	all	three	platforms	so	your	
instructor	can	direct	you	to	whichever	one	is	working	best	at	any	given	time.	
	
Besides	class	time,	the	following	tools	are	available	for	remote	interactions:	

• Discussions	is	a	tab	in	your	Canvas	course,	that	functions	like	a	class	blog.	
You	may	ask	questions,	answer	questions,	etc…	I	would	recommend	any	
question	that	relates	to	understanding	the	material	to	be	shared	here.	

• Echo360	is	also	a	tab	in	your	Canvas	course,	where	it	is	possible	to	record	
and	upload	videos.	This	resource	can	be	used	to	ask	questions,	and	to	receive	
answers	from	your	instructor,	in	the	situations	in	which	a	spoken	interaction	
is	better	than	a	written	one.	

	



Help: calculus center 

You	should	have	received	an	invitation	to	join	a	Canvas	shell	called	COM-NS-MATH-
261-CalculusCenter-2020SP.	The	Calculus	center	is	working	on	how	to	provide	
tutoring	support	online	and	will	announce	final	details	on	March	24th.	I	recommend	
using		the	calculus	center	Canvas	shell	for	help	with	your	homework.	

	

Assignments 
	
Assignments	are	to	be	uploaded	through	Canvas.	Canvas	gives	you	several	options	
of	file	types	that	may	be	uploaded,	but	if	possible	upload	a	single	PDF	file	
containing	all	the	homework.	If	this	is	difficult	for	you	contact	your	section	
instructor	to	explore	alternative	options.	I	would	encourage	you	to	make	an	extra	
effort	for	your	work	to	be	tidy	and	well	organized.			
	
Because	of	the	extended	spring	break,	HWK	6	is	now	due	on	March	30th.	

Exams 
	
The	third	midterm	and	final	will	be	administered	as	take	home,	open	notes,	open	
book	exams.	They	will	be	made	available	through	Canvas	the	day	the	exam	was	
originally	scheduled,	and	the	answers	should	be	uploaded	to	Canvas	within	48	
hours.	We	are	making	a	conscious	decision,	in	this	moment	of	hardship,	to	prioritize	
helping	you	to	learn	over	testing.	We	are	making	the	testing	process	as	convenient	
as	we	can	for	you,	and	giving	you	ample	time	to	complete	the	exam.	Please	be	
responsible	and	honor	the	trust	we	are	putting	on	you!	
Note	that	having	up	to	48	hours	to	complete	an	exam	that	was	designed	for	one	or	
two	hours	also	elevates	the	standards	that	you	are	expected	to	meet.	Organize	your	
work	carefully,	motivate	your	answers,	make	sure	the	sentences	you	write	are	
complete	and	correct.			

Particular circumstances 
	
For	any	particular	circumstances,	please	contact	the	course	coordinator,	Renzo	
Cavalieri,	at	renzo@math.colostate.edu.		
	
	
	


